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This summer a group of Russian teenagers visited the world’s largest international Jewish youth
camp Szarvas in Hungary. 43 participants from Moscow and St. Petersburg spent 14 days having
fun, building their Jewish identity, making connections with the peers from around the world.
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Russian groups have been participating in Szarvas summer sessions for many years, but two
years ago because of several reasons Russia’s participation was suspended. In December 2011
three organizations: JDC Europe, ANO “ORT” and ANO “Thiya” on voluntary basis decided to
rebirth the project for Russian groups which was done under the umbrella of ORT Russia and
Moscow ORT school 1540.

According to the agreement of cooperation

- ANO ‘ORT’ took the responsibility for recruitment of the participants and the staff,
creation and preparation of the educational team (madrichim), advertising the project
in Russia, preparation of the camp program;

- ANO “Thiya” was in charge of the administrative part and all the logistics
(transportation, visas, money transfer) and legal responsibility over the trip;

- JDC Europe paid the subsidized price of 600 USD/ person, while the other part of the full
participation fee which is 1100 USD/ person was paid by the parents.

We decided to take up this project as we find it really essential: it gives a fantastic opportunity
for Jewish teenagers to build their Jewish identity, to get vast Jewish knowledge and to feel a
part of a huge international Jewish community, which is impossible to do in Russia. We
definitely give our kids Jewish atmosphere and knowledge here in our Jewish schools but it



cannot be compared to living in a big Jewish international camp family, which shows how
different we are, but how much we have in common.

We consider this pilot year to be a big success, as the session was highly evaluated by all the
participants and we managed to achieve a number of our goals. We created a fantastic
educational team of a unit head and 5 madrichim from teachers and graduates of Moscow and
St. Petersburg ORT schools who did a fascinating job, working on voluntary basis. We had a
group of 43 Jewish teenagers, some of whom observed their first Shabbat there in Szarvas, who
now coming back from the camp started to teach their parents and teachers Shma and Birkat
hamazon. We helped them to come closer to their roots and to enter some Youth Jewish
organizations here in Russia. Being impressed by the camp and the atmosphere in the group
some of the parents decided to move their kids to ORT school which for us is definitely a big
reward and a symbol of trust. All of our chanichim are looking forward to coming back next year
which makes us think about working harder and developing ourselves.

We see a lot of challenges for the future. We want to enlarge the number of the participants,
find new non-affiliated children, take the kids from other regions (for instance, before
economic crisis there was a big group from Kazan and Kaliningrad for whom now the camp is
too expensive), find the support for the kids who cannot afford the trip. We think about
building a stronger Madrichim team and realize the importance of starting a leadership and
hadracha training course (which can be based upon the madrich training we are leading in our
schools) for the current and future madrichim. And we realize that for most of the mentioned
ambitions we will need to start fundraising. But Szarvas is surely worthy of it!
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The camp Szarvas was founded in 1990 primarily to serve campers from Eastern European

countries. In the further years participants began arriving from around the world, including
India, Turkey, Israel and the USA.

Now every summer, over 1000 Jewish campers from over 25 countries attend the Ronald S.

- Lauder Foundation AJIDC International

3 Jewish Summer Camp in Szarvas, Hungary.

Russian group is proud and happy to be
back as a part of this big Jewish family.

The camp is nestled on the banks of a
beautiful river in the peaceful resort town
of Szarvas, Hungary. Modern recreational,
housing and kosher dining facilities are
set to give every possible opportunity for
chanichim to meet, celebrate, explore
) and share experience.
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The topic of this year “Take care” was devoted to practical Mizvot. Chanichim learned how to

take care of the environment, deal with other people and treat themselves. Looking after plants
and animals, avoiding Lashon . \\

(B
B
:

haRa, respecting the parents,
helping the poor — these showed
the chanichim the possibilities of
incorporating Jewish actions into
their everyday lives. To achieve
these ends we intended to
introduce them to a number of
aspects of Jewish life and to

examine both the values and

the way that they are expressed

in practical terms.




But life at the camp is not only
education it's non-stop, brimming
with singing, swimming, sports,

dancing, eating, learning, drama,
#: C building, creating and international
friendship. The main part of the
Szarvas day is filled with various
activities scheduled together with
“‘ participants from the other
= countries. Three-four activity slots

take place before lunch, and three

take place after. An extravagant

a

camp-wide night activity rounds out each Szarvas

day. An important part of Szarvas experience for Russian group was mifgashim (meetings with

participants from the other countries) which combined ice-breakers, personal discussions,
shared activities and plenty of socializing time. Mealtimes were a highlight of the day, with
multi-lingual chants and cheers emanating from various tables around the communal dining
hall.

o Szarvas welcomes participants from all
Jewish religious and cultural
backgrounds, providing a supportive
environment that makes everyone feel
comfortable. The camp provides kosher
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food, prepared under  full-time
supervision, and is Shomer Shabbat. This
year in the camp some of our
participants experienced their first
Shabbat, fasted on 17" of Tammuz, sang
their first Birkat hamazon, found out what
Shma is. And we are happy to realize that now these kids bring Jewish life back to their families,
schools, communities.

The program this year also included trips to
beautiful historic Hungarian cities: 2-days tour of
Jewish Budapest and a site-seeing day in Seged.
We were pleased to have Shabbat dinner in
Budapest JCC and to visit the Dohany Street
Synagogue - the world's second largest synagogue
and by far one of the most magnificent.




We strongly believe that Szarvas will become a big part and a strong resource of Jewish
education and upbringing in Russian Jewish schools. We hope to come back to the camp next
year and continue the never-ending Szarvas story!
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And the feedbacks of chanichim and madrichim speak for themselves:

At first, I wout o thouk oll modlrihinm of Russion wit for their work Szouvas g0
me. o lot . At First 1 become more self-confiolent, swciable, I feel less skf
Se.omdl ‘Y Ss0xvos maole me feel like 0. Jew This is greod, thod, [aasiaa”p in the,
comp there ave Mf‘{ Jews. This mokes us o teom, o team of 500 pesple. 1
leavned more about the Msfonf of the Jemish Pz,opfe,. A/orbwa”ﬁ i the, comy, I
fomd o lot of Friends from olifferent comtries, from Russio, America, Estmio,
Lotvio- ol Lithuanio. Naw I con travel Fde to them ). Mndl this is ?rw:ﬁ) thot
now I oo meet my Saorves frienols ot schod, because, nw I'm s{uo(an? ot ORT schod in Moseow I like it very
much )

Alss I leavne abut the peouliorities of pesple from dlifferent anmmtries I uever wolol hove thasght thot the
Amexicous oxe, 50 frienol ‘Y ool Kingl. How many pesple. soop: it i impussible. 4o dlesoribe what Szonvas camp is, y
Just need 1o g0 there” I comot deseribe the, atmosphere, in the olivivg voom, where everyme veools the, proyer
o sinﬁfn?lsrad [ somgs, it's just impossible. Also, I comuot deseribe the merting of the Sobboth when we veod the
proyer Leho VDooli i complete silence. It's greod - all I con soof obout it Now ney big ofreom is nert summer.
Becnuse everyme knows haw o split the year: Winter, Spring, Szavvas Autunn I veally wout 1o g0 there ogoly
becouse theres o- greot atmsphere ondl just goodl pesple.

WE LOVE SZARVAS, YES WE D0, WE LOVE SZARVAS, HoW ABOUT Yoli?

Olga Melikhova, ORT school 1540, Moscow

camp v my Ufe/ | way v different cowntries at
different ages witiv different cownselors, but | got
nothing comparing to- setisfaction l've got n Hais
Hungarian place. | go- there not for the furst time, to-
be precise — for the Huwoh The flirst association |
have witiv Szarvas iy SUMMER! Now- | can't imagine

e



my Ufe without two-week vacation uv Hungary. I+ s absolute freedom,
Uy not that there are no ruley and we are allowed to- do- everytiving we
want, Py absolute Uberation and comfort duwring the wiole travelling.
Szarvasy W o Jewisiv caomp, s we have to- celebrote tive holldays, proy,
follow- the rules, but all thisy happens v a very wnferesting and
sometimes fuunny woy. For me Py a greot chhance to- be closer to- my roots,
my religlon, to- the Jewushv worlde [n Moscow | have Utte chance tor
observe Shabbat, read Bukat hamazon after each meal and |here un
camp By so- easy and comfortable to- do- U, Hat yow get wsed to- i and
try to- continume doing o affer the camp: Szarves allowsy yow o
enormons numbper of voriowsy actvities! Dancing, singing, wmadrich-
fmes, swiumming pool, art, lsraell corner, sport and a lot of othher
things! Everybody can find sometiving for his taste, though Fy very
hord to- empiasize one thing from tuy long Lst, especially becawnse
some of Hie activities take place together withv chanichim from the
otiher countries, wirich makes them more nteresting and wsefull One of
the advantages of the camp W projects: Thus year | porticipated uv the
project “drums’’ and flrst | thought tiat we arve goung to- play the drumy
but wihen | found ot Hhat we are going to- play the tomtoms | wasnt sad
ot all, becawse I've never done U before. For Hhe furst tume | learned the
notes, cycdes, rivgtun fat are wsed whide playung. I+ was amazing!
«Dum~tok~tok~dum—-dum~toks> - said He best teacher — Boaz on our
cdosses. | canoed for the furst tume, rode tive lhorses, took shower uv a
common shower singung Kalinka-Malinka. The camp s infernational
Englisiv (and by the way not ondy Englisiv bt also- Hebrew, Estonuan,
Twrkisiv and many otiver languages!) But f yow want to- speak native
Russian yow also- don't have proplems witiv of:

But the most umportont thing s owr beloved madiichim! Eache one of
them s worthy of special respect: Becownse they teach ws to- love the
Jewish cudturre, attracting ws by different stories, porables and: games:
They ave our adwisorsy and friends.



| can write about and describe eaci detall v Szarvay for a long tHime
but | wonwt have enough words: So- | just want to- hank madsrichim and
everybody for my fontostically spent timel Whatever s sadd — Szorvas
W the best Jewusiv camp for teenagersy from all over e worlol

Anna Orlova, Educational Centre 218, Moscow

Szgrvas... A mayic word “Szgrvas " became a fassworafjcor many gewz’sﬁ
kids and teen%ers not on[yfrom Russia ﬁut_from other countries as well.
.71/1)/ z[azg/jter has been a _})am’c_f})ant gﬁ summer sessions in a gewisﬁ camp
Szgrvasjor several times. And each time cominyg back to Moscow she
talles about the tr_z’}z witﬁjasa’nation and sadness. 5 can sgyjor sure that
the camp ﬁgms a[reaqu in the train “Moscow C/ig/)”. Communication

wz’tﬁjrz’emfs and aaluaz’ntances with new children /je_f}v to take a many~
5ours train trfp easz’[y. (Enar eac/j time tﬁe (am_p meets its old and newfn’em{s witﬁ 5(_1}7_}71'71655.

Cany) | program isvery margy/fsiafez{ and various. A [age number gf various activities /je_@ children
tojl'n(f tﬁet’rfrt’enafs, enﬁzye their ﬁnow&age in gewfs/i 61’51‘0@/ and tracfz’tion, take up a new
creative activity, z’ijrove their Iry[isﬁ, try new fport activities.

One gf the _}zefufz’aritl’es gf the camp — a very jooz{ team gf counselors! %gy are we[[/feafu(ateaf,
have a vast number gf ideas and _})osiﬁve tﬁozgﬁts. Lgoozf atmogpﬁere and mutual unarerstanariry in
tﬁe (amj) c{fpem{ a lot pron t/jem and tﬁel’r worﬁ.

g /5(_)}16 that my afatgﬁter and many other gewfsﬁ children many more times will have an
opportunity to_fe[[ the unique atmogpﬁere gf this amaging camp.

SCARVAS CAMP FOREVER JNOUVR A EARIS!

Alla Aleksandrovna Flyor, Anna Orlova’s mother




Szarvas gives me a huge source of energy enough for the whole
year. New acquaintances and emotions. In Szarvas I always have
an opportunity to practice my English and it's a very good
experience. Szarvas gives me new knowledge not only about
Jewish life but about the world in general (for example, our topic
this year was Take care). Of course, dancing, singing, cheers in the
dining hall, peulot, madrich time, swimming-pool, sport and
really EVERYTHING are my favourite moments in Szarvas. And
because of all these things I want to come back there, it is like my

second “summer home”.

How can I describe our “New Russian Szarvas?” This year was much better than the
previous one (2009). Our group became friendlier and crazier. Everything had a better
organization. All the madrichim were great, experienced, cool. And, I don’t know,
everything was better. In Budapest we lived in a good hotel, and it is also a big plus.

Aleksandra Shwartsman, ORT school 1311, Moscow

Camp Szarvas gave me a lot. In addition to well spent
time I opened a lot in myself. I overcame my shyness,
opened some talents in myself. I got some experience
for my everyday life and the “madrich experience”
important for me because I attend madrich training
course. I somehow changed my understanding of the
world. The sign on the t-shirt was made in a very correct
way “Winter. Spring. Szarvas. Autumn.” Szarvas is like a
small life. I was never bored in the camp. I always got
bright impressions. I got acquainted with many people from different
countries. It was my first Szarvas and on my way I didnt know what and
how would gonna happen and I was a bit embarrassed, but already on the
first evening the camp justified my expectations. Next time I won't lose a
minute.

Dmitriy Masyouto, ORT school 1540, Moscow



9t was my first time in this great place — Jhe Syarvas
Camp. 9n the beginning 9 thought that there would not be
enough free time to communicate with people from foreign
countrics. But it was ok because in each part of the
program we could get acquainted with them. 9n Jhe
Saavwas 9 met lots of new friends and practiced my

Elena Desyatova, Gymnasium 73, Saint Petersburg

@hat made this year in Szarvas so memorable for me? I think everything.
THhis summer Z got acquainted with very interesting peogle from all sver the
world. Lt turns out that Z fave already Geen invited to another countrgr édnd
it so great and amazing F %OW L can communicate with native sgea&ers and
imgreve my gng/isﬁ. Lve learnt a lot about Jewish traditions. Lt is essential
for me as we don't keep traditions in my family. Thanks to Szarvas I try

(/7 net to waste water, watch my words, and it will help me in my future job. Z
started to sgend more time with my mother and the family in general. Z realized all this from this year's
topic “Take carel". T liked very much the game style in which all the information was given, there were
no Boring lectures we are tired of. Gur madrichim were extremely 4ind. @Je were often late, not much,
but late. €bnd they were tolerant to that, Gut grebably were sad. But Z dnow for sure that they were not
indifferent towards us and the #now/e&ge that we manage3 to get. THhis year even Shabbat was
Jiffferent, it was more emotional. Z remember everything, each tiny Jetail. @Je were so worried about the
@ﬁ@t@cameras, as we wanted to observe Shabbat. Remember fiow we didn't Rave time to write down the

wishes on the Balloons. €bnd it was a Bit sad.

I think Szarvas is a place where T would go without any double thoughits. Lf L was asked "ill you go
to Szarvas? — Ll answer without any fesitation ":g’es P

Szarvas 911 was calmer. €bll the particigants were balanced and very interesting. Each in his/fer
own way. L havent Geen to camp for 2 years and a lot fias changed. T cant describe it with the words
what exactly But T feel it. Everything fas Gecome much Better. The atmesghere is unbelievably positive.
Sasha, our director is an increc?ié’/aq &ind and carc?ia/@erson. Z've never met angﬁo&g like Rim. He even



allowed me to paint the wall in one of the rooms and L will o it next year if of course L will Be included
in the §roup.

Russian §roup was fantastic. L ﬁoge we'll come Back to the camy next year and on/oq to one session,

yeaRl T think that Szarvas is what really cRanges gesple. For the Better, surely ;)

Victoria Orlova, pedagogical college, village Tomilino, Moscow region

Szarvas has a very kind atmosphere. All the information is
presented in a very interesting way, the program is very rich,
and you learn a lot of things. I found a lot of friends there both

from Russia and abroad.

Most of all I liked our walk to the river after Havdala. I
celebrated Shabbat in such a festive way for the first time and I

liked it a lot. I also enjoyed canoeing.

\ I would love to come back to Szarvas as it’s very interesting
i v there and it’s a lot of fun, everybody is friendly and you can
expect help and support from anyone, in the camp you can

express yourself in a creative way and meet a lot of interesting and gifted people.

Masha Ryabtseva, Gymnasium 171, S.-Petersburg

I yealy tKed ke Gamp. Szarves Gapp Is oreac, I
fowd new friends angd wee old ores, [k uwas «
%od theme of the Gawp, we lesrred & e e
hort shovke mikzvok, kokivicies, Gmes, Prodraws—
were fie, Of Cowst wroilhln and unfc leaders
tored ufch kel wrke I very wuok Iie to @
heye Years))

Misha Peaseman, ORT school 1540, Moscow




Szarvas is an unforgettable camp! Here you really relax
and always find a lot of new friends. Fascinating
activities for any taste: dancing, singing, art and a lot,
a lot more. It's never boring there as you are always
busy with something interesting. Every day | was

waiting for Madrich time and Peula as during these

activities we socialized with our madrichim on very
interesting topics. The camp is international and it's its big advantage.
Children from different countries relax there but we all are like a big family.
And that is why [ like Szarvas. 've already been in Szarvas for 4 times and
each time | had some new experience. | want to come back there next year
very much in order to learn more fascinating things, get acquainted with

interesting people and relax in a proper way!

Yuliya Bauman, ORT school 1311, Moscow

Szarvas - the word that contains fons of emotions and
experiences. And of course only positive ones. Personally
mine are only positive. This camp, madrichim, absolutely
everything spread out warmth, kindness and fantastic mood
that cannot be spoiled by anything. I just remember Szarvas
and a smile appears on my face. It seems impossible to
express with the words the experience we had in the camp.
To understand it you have to go there. Szarvas is not only
good people but also amazing activities: peulot connected

with the topic of the day which are never boring, games,
sport, swimming pool, dancing...

Szarvas is endless communication not only with the people from your native country
but also with the guys from other countries. It is very interesting fo learn how
people live abroad, which habits they have, what they enjoy. Because they are
different. And also it's a good day to practice English :) For sure, those who have
been in Szarvas will recommend you to go there, and T am one of these people.

Sonya Dryashina, School 1475, Moscow



| liked Szarvas very much and | want to come back there
again, although | am not sure it will be possible.

Among all the activities best of all | enjoyed madrich times
and peulot and next year | would love to come to the
second session very much.

After szarvas | went to another Jewish camp in Lithuania,
and comparing to Szarvas everything was different. And
only in this camp | realized how much | liked everything in
Szarvas: the tastiest kosher food, because of which | gained 5 kilo, Birkat
hamazon, the longest Shabbat ceremony, all the Jewish songs and dances, all
the people including foreigners, all the things without which | can’t imagine
Szarvas.

Margarita Ayrumyan, School 734, Moscow
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W to /J.Qan/y next_fummer!

Lia Kharitonova, ORT school 1311, Moscow

Hi© This year | went to Szarvas as a madricha of Russian Golan. I've never been in
Szarvas as a chanicha, so it was my first time at all and... it was great! I've been in
camps before, but this one was so different. First of all, because it was an
international camp. It gave me so much communicational opportunities, new
people and also pre-camp helped a lot. It's important to mention, that while pre-
camp I felt as | was a chanich, because we had so many lectures, activities etc. And
it was cool, because I found out lots of new things© What about the session, even
with the bad weather it was perfect) I enjoyed my group and working team, at the
end of the camp we became very close. I think that one of the best activities at the

15



session were Unit evenings and Mifgash meetigs. Both madrichim and chanichim liked it) Szarvas was the best
part of my summer! And [ hope that Ilbe back next year!!ll© Misss ul

Inna Menkina, madricha, Moscow

I've been at Srarvas twice as a chanich 2 and 3
years ago. It was a good experience to work as a
madrich, I looked on Szarvas, not only as on summer
vacation and rest, but as on work with nice and
interesting vpeople. This year I chummed up with
other madrichim, who worked in Srarvas when I was a
chanich.

The theme of year, named Take care was very good
and useful, because after the camp has ended, I
figured out that guys from Russian group took some
information close to heart. Also I learned a lot about kosher meal
and ways how to make it kosher or check it. It was useful for me,
because I keep kosher style.

I love Szarvas, people there and for sure will come back:)

llia Tarbeev, madrich

Szarvas is undoubtedly a unique place. A place where
madrichim give birth to creative ideas, and love to their
culture is born in kid’s souls and minds. Having a big
experience of work in various Jewish organizations in Russia I
can say with 100% confidence that there are no analogues to

Szarvas. And there are many reasons for that — firstly, I'd like

to mention high level of the preparation of the camp theme!

Detailed developed program helps madrichim to prepare peulot on high level!

The second difference of Szarvas program from Russian camps lies in the
combination of American idea of harmonic personal development and the idea of

intellectual development of kids, so important for Europe Jewish community.



The third and probably the most essential distinction of Szarvas is its multiculture
which allows to create the things that won’t be created within one country.
Acquaintance with the other world — the culture of the other country, language
practice, enlarging the number of international Jewish contacts — these are the

obvious things that children get from the international camp.

The last but not the least and probably the most important is the enthusiasm and
readiness of the whole staff — madrichim, unitheads and central staff — to show, tell
give the kids maximum knowledge about the culture which was lost by their
parents in Russia. I should say that I've never seen a secular camp that is more
Jewish! And it’s an inexpressible feeling when you help your chanichim to

understand how to meet and observe their first Shabbat.

Vasiliy (Maxx) Bardadymov, madrich, Moscow

Prepared by Yuliya Katsva,
Unithead of Szarvas International Youth Jewish camp,

ESL teacher of ORT School 1540
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